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I would like to present a new pavilion for the Vidy Theatre at Lausanne.
Of course, we have a number of historical examples regarding folded
systems. Folded systems are liked for the rigidity and the lightness. But
what often has not been taken into consideration in sufficient manner
are the connections and the assembly process.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=4


We understand that by introducing folds and with the depth of the fold,
we increase the static height of a given system.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=29


We also vary from unfolded to folding a situation where we would like
to know how these type of structures can be unfolded and how they
should be folded, and what type of geometrical positions they might
take.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=39


Historical examples show that we have simply corrugated surfaces. We
have also spot or face folding, rhombus-based folded plane, and anti-
prism-based forms. All this has been extensively discussed in [inaudible
00:01:16] thesis performed at deep work.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=59


We have a look here at freeform surface, pattern, elevations, and also, it
has been discussed already, Miura Ori, the folds and patterns, which can
be proposed.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=78


We presented already the reversed fold, which was applied first at
Origami structures, and then at the Chapel San.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=91


In addition to the structural performance, we also see that those basic
forms can help to guide the builder to in order to recognise the precise
end position of each panel and the way it should be connected.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=100


We also saw by the analyse that again, the weak points were the
connections between those different panels.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=119


In this case, you see that they were even nailed. We had to introduce
timber joinery techniques as it has been exposed and inspired by
vernacular wood-wood connections and transpose them to the world of
automation.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=127


Christopher Robeller performed a thesis where a tool path would be
developed, and those wood-wood connections would be cut out by a
given tool path.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=146


Fabrication constraints come into the process at an early stage because
regarding which kind of fold or angle you have been choosing, its
realisation could be difficult or even impossible.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=159


Here you see its major finding, where a common insertion space of three
different lines in space would define an insertion space possibly for
three plates against three old plates.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=176


More interestingly, we could even introduce longitudinal curvature. That
would even increase the rigidity of the overall structure because we
would not have a constant section running to the building, but by
introducing a longitudinal curvature, we can increase or the rigidity of
the overall structure and use limit its deformation.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=193


Here you can see some samples of how the automated process is first
played virtually by videos, where we can check if the production can be
performed properly. After having checked that, we can send those files
towards the CNC cutting machine and engage in the process.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=222


Assembly sequences are introduced, structure performs is verified.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=245


We even also so possibilities to transfer that technology to precast
concrete structures, where we know that for freeform concrete
structures, the cost of the precast is quite high, and that precast is also
something which is not reused. That's one of the reasons why it's very
high. One of the solutions to improve the economical aspects of
freeform concrete structures could be to generate precasting out of
timber panels in such an automatic manner.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=252


We showed already that the weakness happened at the fold and
performed wood-wood connections along those edges.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=292


We also had joinery testing before we moved on to a larger scale.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=301


All those sets have been performed as well by [inaudible 00:05:11].
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=308


We looked at different types of wood-wood connections, which could be
on the edge or which could also slide into the surface of the panel,
which would give choose another architectural expression.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=313


All those different types of connection have as well been analysed by
Stephan Roche in his thesis, where he proposed an analytical model for
wood-wood connections, which helped us to go further into that
research.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=327


The philosophy of connecting different layers was also questioned
because we proposed a double layer structure. But not only double layer,
but both layers would cross at each edge of the structure or fold,
meaning that along the fold, the double layer structures would have an
increased rigidity, a because the inside layer would run through the
other inside layer and touch the other side, choose having more
rotational rigidity along the edge. This is shown in those block halves as
you can see on the right side of that image.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=344


We performed several prototypes as it has been shown using wood-
wood connections for a double layer structure. You can see the full
evolution of the research from single plate structures to its first large-
scale prototype going to wood-wood connections of folded plate
structures to going on to double-folded plate structures using wood-
wood connection.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=386


Finally, seen here, the first full scale application at the Vidy Theatre
project, which is the subject of this lesson. On the right, you see a
prototype at scale 1-1, where both layers of the wall structures cross as
well and touch the outside layers. Those are 40 millimetre thick panels
which stand on a distance of 30 centimetre.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=415


The demand of the theatre was to have an additional presentation room
of about 250-300 seats so that we generated one single space, which
walls are slightly curved, and the roof is also slightly curved.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=444


A parametrical model would be proposed, as you can see in here in
order to fabricate all panels of the Vidy Theatre. Also, a double layer
structure with a given assembly sequence was defined as you can see
here. Larger panels up to 6 metre would be connected only by wood-
wood connections to the next layer. Once that sandwich construction
would be finished, it would have been to connected also to the next
position or fold.

Notes

Summary

7m
 4

3s

Buildings with wood-wood connections 27 of 35

26

https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=463


Here you can see the main element which carries the roof, which spans
over up to 21 metre. You can see this montage sequence of those
elements shown in the picture along with the insert connectors.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=497


A mechanical analyse has been performed first for a single layer
structure, where you can see that the structure itself is very rigid
regardless of the fact that panels only have a thickness of 40
millimetres. We could avoid any frame structure or any beam, and it's
really this double layer structure which forms what we call an envelope,
which is a structural envelope, but which also is a waterproof layer and
which contains insulation in between.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=515


Some mechanical results have also been tested locally on each panel, as
you can see here, and discussions have been done for the development
of additional connection details, notably between the walls and the roof,
where for construction and prefabrication reasons, the company wanted
to introduce another detail. That detail had been performed out of
different timber-derived panels, as you can see, LVL, but also CLT
panels. Notably, even LVL panels are often preferred by structural
engineers for their better mechanical performance, as then CLT panels.
In this case, the CLT panels for that specific connection would perform
better. That was also good news because the overall price of the use
panels, staying only with a three-layer structure, would drop down.
Rotational stiffness is measured on this testing advice, which is largely
shown in publications you can find on the IBOIS website.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=549


We have sample generation here. We found those results for rotational
stiffness very appealing for CLT panels.

Notes

Summary

10
m

 1
9s

Buildings with wood-wood connections 31 of 35

30

https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=619


Here, you can see the test advice for the corner of the Vidy Theatre,
where you have also this philosophy of intersecting of two layers, in this
case, the wall layer and the roof layer and the rigidity, which is needed
in there and bending moments. If you look at the overall section, we
wanted to take part of the bending moments on the top edges in order to
execute foundations which would be very light, and which would
always no bending bone have to take.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=627


Deformations was measured on the prototype and the structural results
would be shown, as you can see here. A prototype would be produced
also to understand better how those panels can be manipulated by hand,
by machines, and how they can be connected. The accuracy of every
tenon had also to be checked before we could move to the construction
site.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=661


A full-scale prototype would be tested at the company [inaudible
00:11:31], where those elements were assembled and produced. We
even performed a full low test. Here you see that two tonnes are
positioned on one of those roof elements spanning over 21 metre, and it
was increasingly interesting to see how well the structure performed
under those loads. Tool path cutting.
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_ewejgbgl?st=688


Execution of main panels. Process of lifting them up. Assembling those
panels into prefabricated elements, sort of sandwich composition. Even
the outside cladding, the thermal insulation and other accessors would
be applied at the shop before transport to the construction site in order to
concentrate a maximum of operations within the workshop. On the
construction site, elements where we put into place at a larger scale, and
the company needed only four walking people in order to place all those
elements on site. Here you see one of the major roof elements before
being put into position, and specifically, the corner detail as shown and
explained earlier. After several days, a third of the building had been
built. This was a break for Christmas, and then the rest of the building
needed an additional five days. The whole construction process was
very fast, also because the finishing was already included in the
prefabrication process. This is something which is very specific to
timber construction, where once you have finished the foundation, you
are on a dry construction site without water, and you can combine
several operations even of finishing within the general montage of the
building. The form of the building appears very smooth because the eye
is not able to catch its form because of its double curvature, and the
hardness of the fold is softened by that curvature.
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