
function

point
test

larger

variable

n
u
m
b
e
rsmaller

run g
r
a
d
e

switch call

statement end

example

block

p
u
t

vector

save

script

file

nametime

line

i
n
p
u
t

new true

something

false

mean

command

keyword

output
ellipse

program

display

matrix

figure

string

different

dot

control

c
o
n
d
i
t
i
o
n
s greater

p
o
s
i
t
i
v
e

logical operations

stillsize

Octave

s
i
g
n

loop

work

o
p
e
r
a
t
i
o
n

entries

change

executed

plotresult

defined

return

user

algorithm

l
e
s
s

xor
Na

draw

matrice

remove

element

radius

help

order

c
l
e
a
r

volume

check

axes

stop

MATLAB

choice

start

called

b
r
a
c
k
e
t

execute

none

know

double

finished

sine

exactly

transpose

cases

close

flow

p
r
i
o
r
i
t
y

s
m
a
l
l
 
b
l
o
c
k

s
e
v
e
n
 
p
o
i
n
t
s

course

ask

type

another
gives

nothing

a
l
r
e
a
d
y

edit

a
d
d

right

c
o
l
u
m
n

used

indeed

guess

comma

next
load

o
p
e
n

w
a
y

even

oops

remember

six

d
i
r
e
c
t
o
r
y

build

instead

p
a
r
a
m
e
t
e
r

a
r
g
u
m
e
n
t

axis

data

g
r
a
p
h
i
cs
i
m
p
l
y

a'

don

p
i

format

basic

create

l
i
t
t
l
e
 
b
i
t

choose b'

s
e
m
i
c
o
l
o
n

concatenation

note

sphere

left

lets

written

good

s
t
u
d
e
n
t

done

s
t
a
r
t
i
n
g

others

enter

depends

e
v
e
r
y
t
h
i
n
g

shown

saw

surface

code

answer

row vector

allow us

several times

space

applies

arrive

move

sometimes

v
e
r
i
f
y

r
e
p
e
a
t

nine

s
o
m
e
b
o
d
y

s
e
t
s

c
o
o
r
d
i
n
a
t
e

series

useless

seem

got

k
e
y
b
o
a
r
d

stopped

c
o
l
u
m
n
 
v
e
c
t
o
r

e
v
e
r
y
 
t
i
m
e

b
i
t
 
d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t

many

p
o
s
s
i
b
l
e

later

multiplication

mistake

tell

diagonal

screen

l
i
t
t
l
e

insidenorm

operators

ensure

compare

summarized

table

hand

revision

priorities

closed

converted

Search MOOC Video

1

https://cede-webapps.epfl.ch/video-sequence-search/?csv=en_MATLABEN-1
https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_aye344ic
https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_aye344ic


To control the flow operations in an algorithm, you must be able to
verify some conditions and act accordingly. To check on certain
conditions are met or not There are the keyword if and else, which
literally means otherwise. If the condition is met then execute some
commands otherwise do others. The conditions are verifed using logical
operations as greater equal to, different from and so on. You must also
know the order of priority between operators. To ensure that the
program runs as the desired.
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Logical operations have a have as a result true or false. We can compare
numbers or also associate relations.

Notes

Summary

0m
 4

1s

4.2 Conditional execution 3 of 15

2

https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_aye344ic?st=41


for example you can check whether b is greater than 0 the logical
operations can be summarized as as follow yeah,larger than larger than
or equal to less than less than or equal to equal, so here you see is a
double equal sign okay If you say e equal to 3 with one just once sign
than it sets e equal to 3 If you just want to compare a and 3 than you
have to use the double equal sign.
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We have a different so we have this sign symbols and then and or or and
you have to use a double symbol Here is the table with the results of the
logical operations okay, so for example is x is true then not x is false.
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okay this tilde means not x, if x is false then not x is true we have also
this double bar which means or and we have hand or we have xor so if x
and y are true then xor x and y is false If one of them is true and the
other is false then results of xor is true.
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The order of operations allow us to simplify writing without always
putting parenthesis. Of course parenthesis are always given the priority
Then there is the transpose and the power negation, duplication and
revision and so on until the definition. So these tables summarizes from
right to left the priorities in operations.
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Let's see now how to you if-else We will build a simple little function
that we call okay edit if test so this is the name of my function dot m
okay and I just saw before that to define a function I have to use the
keyword function Then I have to put the outputs so this time I don’t
want any output so I can see either bracket with nothing inside or just
remove these brackets in the equal than the name of the function if test
and then I have to give the two inputs like a and b. so, I command here
my function okay this function test whether a is smaller than b first
thing I do is to call if so this if is a result board that helps us doing this
condition of statement so if a is smaller than b than what you want to do
while we display a sentence saying simply a is smaller than b okay and
this is a string then I can close then I can say end so I can just seem to
do an if statement and run the script I save and then I run a test I have to
remember that I have to give two entries so 3 and 4 and of course a is
smaller than b here so the first is smaller than the second 4, 3 so if test
for 3 and then there is nothing appears so I have to code the something
else to be able to have a another answer when I have a that a is larger or
equal than b so before the end now I use the keyword else.
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okay, so here so here starts the block of the positive if okay so from here
on it is executed if a is smaller than b and then if I say end here all the if
statement is finished OK the block of the if is closed okay,between these
two I can put if else okay first let me write something more I want to
write exactly what is the condition not just a smaller than b but I want to
write down what is a so I write this concatenation of the string
converted from a then the small sign and then b but I have to again
converted to string concatenate and close parenthesis and now I can
save and run a if I can call the function if test 3 and 4, a is smaller than b
and indeed 3 is smaller than 4. Now I can use other conditions with the
if, say if a is larger than zero and b is greater than zero okay so between
the two I have to say to put the and symbol twice this means if both
conditions are met than I want to do something so here I have all my
block of commands between the if and the and. and yeah I will just like
to say both numbers are positive so I display a string saying both
numbers are positive. and I save and I can run my test there I can call
my function if test and here it is.
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Now if I run the test or I run this function it just 4 and 3 only the second
display is shown. If I run if test with minus 3 minus 4 nothing is written
because there is a this two if statements that are both false, so no need to
do that. Now I want to bring something on screen even if a is larger or
equal to b. So what should I do I have used else keyword so else means
otherwise so if the condition above is not then met then we want to do
something else so here is what we want to do. Okay, the block this is
executed if a is larger or equal to b. It's starting here. So here we can say
simply a is greater than b or actually is larger or equal to.
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Okay, so now If we say when we call this function with this with
argument minus 3 minus 4 then it says indeed a is larger or equal to b so
this is the else statement here we got if else statement We can also add
an additional if, we can say else if there is a statements that are checked
one after the other but once one statement is true then we only execute
the block after that so if a is equal to b,we say display a equal to b and
then we have the else block when here we have to remove this or equal
it just have to say a is larger than b okay we have the three cases and all
of them are separated by if else if else and then we can test our function
if we call this minus three minus three than we have that a is equal to b
If we test this minus 3 minus 4 a is larger than b and so on.
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To control the flow of a program you can also use the keyword switch.
How does it work? I still have a function and now I prepare it in
advance. At lease the basics So I would like a switch test given number
of points. It gives me grade of a student. First we need to control that the
number of points is positive and smaller than 10 So I put here some if
lets see what we want to write. If the points are larger than zero or so
this double vertical bar which is not always easy to find depends on
your keyboard so points are than zero or points are larger than 10 oops
here I wanted so points are smaller than zero or the point are larger than
10 Then I should display something or something is wrong here okay so
somebody call this function within wrong number of points so I just say
okay grade is equal Na so not acquired so it's a string and then I just
stop the function To stop this function I can use the keyword return okay
so, if I arrive at this point and I have a return the function we just
stopped then return grade equal to Na stop it there return So we stop
immediately the function with this return and then I can say and so this
if is finished I still have to code everything well, even if there is a return
statement.
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I still have to really write down properly my if statement and now I can
do a switch,so A switch is a series of checks on a variable So I have to
give a variable so here is point I'd switch depending on the value of
point has several cases. this vice is called case. So the case that I have 9
points or 10 points well the grade is a obviously the grade is equal to
Na. So here you see that I have a two possible cases points equal to 9 or
10 and then I give the grade 6 or a so I switch to none so 6 is as same as
a 9. Then I have another case case 8 and then I have to say what is the
grade in this case I would say that these in switch are like 5 dot 5. okay
if you have eight points similar to 5 dot 5 grade equal to the string 5 dot
5 so every time I do a small block This small block is performed until a
next case It's a little bit different than for example in c okay here the
block is executed only between the cases. then I have the case seven and
the grade is five and so on but in the end for somebody who has less
than seven points while I am not happy I just say otherwise that means
If none of them above applies then I give grade equal to three a so this
otherwise collects the cases that are not mentioned before.
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and then I can end the switch so I have to do end and this end is
finishing this switch and I can save my function I will move this
function characters there are useless So I can run my function switch
this nine and then the answer is six. They say if I use my function with
an input minus two then the note the grade is Na five seven points my
grade is five.
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The flow of operations can be control with the keyword if, else or
switch which is the less sophisticated but sometimes of lighter to use
These are the first programming elements. This next step is to use loops,
to repeat the block of code several times.
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